
Olver Responds to House Passage of Republican Budget

Washington, DC—Today, Congressman Olver denounced the House passage of the
Republican FY11 budget saying, “this kind of slash-and-burn, mindless cutting does nothing to
keep our economy moving forward and seriously jeopardizes the creation of jobs in multiple
industries.” Early Saturday morning, February 19, the House of Representatives voted to pass
H.R. 1, the Fiscal Year Continuing Appropriations Act for FY 2011, by a vote of 285 to189.
Congressman Olver voted against the bill.

  

With respect to transportation funding, Congressman Olver stated:

  

“This bill profoundly limits the transportation options that are available for the American people
and imposes deep cuts upon the very programs with the greatest potential for creating jobs and
providing the necessary foundation on which a strong economic recovery depends.

  

The bill:

    
    -  Completely defunds the High Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program that
was authorized under the PRIIA rail safety bill and signed by President Bush in 2008.   
    -  Rescinds all unobligated funds from the $8 billion provided under the 2009 Recovery Act
for HSIPR.   
    -  Revokes $2.5 billion in high speed rail grants provided in the 2010 appropriations act and
awarded October of 2010.   
    -  Shuts down all new funding for light rail, commuter rail and bus rapid transit; only
providing money for those projects already in construction which have received full funding
grant agreements.   
    -  Cancels $600 million in TIGER grants awarded as part of the FY2010 budget, effectively
terminating 76 projects that were planned at a local level within 40 states.   

  

All of these job-killing cuts, terminations, and rescissions that I have mentioned are carried
within the underlying legislation. They are part of the $7 billion reduction in transportation
infrastructure projects – a loss of at least 280,000 jobs – that have been removed from our
construction industry which is suffering from 30 to 40 percent unemployment.
Furthermore, this is at a time when bids are coming in at 20 percent below the estimated cost -
exactly the time that we should be repairing and expanding our infrastructure for the future.”
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Congressman Olver is the Ranking Member of the Transportation-HUD Appropriations
Subcommittee.
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